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1 don’t want to create any false
expectations that two-thirds of the
movie is me singing... There's a couple
of glimpses here and there, but I'd
rather have people see it and judge
it for themselves.” — Alan Doyle
for being gregarious and larger than life. In film, you
really need to remember the picture does most of that

for you, and you have to be a lot more internal, and
sometimes the smallest thing is enough.”

LEGENDARY STATUS

Doyle also says that you will get to hear him sing in
the film, but that comes with a caveat.

“I don’t want to create any false expectations that

The training for the role was intense, Doyle admits.

“All the principal guys in the Robin Hood camp are
member of the army in the Crusades, serving under
Richard, so everybody had to be able to do the fight
scenes, in particular, the merry men,” he says. “Our char-
acters are really, really skilled at their weapon of choice,
so for me, and for Russell’s character, we’re archers.”

two-thirds of the movie is me singing,” he says. “There’s
a couple of glimpses here and there, but I'd rather have
people see it and judge it for themselves.”

He’s looking forward to how people will see this latest
film version of the famed legend, but this will be different
from the classic Errol Flynn or not-so-classic Kevin Cost-
ner version from almost 20 years ago.

“For the first time in television or
film, a production has tried to establish
the possible reason why Robin Hood be-
came so legendary in the first place,” he
stresses. “Knowing what we know from
the ballads, what sort of events could
Robin Hood have been involved in, that
helped contribute to that legendary sta-
tus, one of the biggest characters in
English literature?”

“MY BREAD AND BUTTER”

So what will this new found film fame
mean for the mild-mannered Doyle? Not
much, actually.

“My first love is playing in Great Big

"I'd love to do another Robin Hood movie, or work
with Russell again. That would be a real thrill."”

He says besides the archery training, there was fight
training, horseback riding and no shortage of boot camps
that put the cast through their paces. “That was a real
great education,” he says. “For me, it was a little tougher
than some of the other guys, because they done some
kind of physical training for films, but I hadn’t done any-
thing like that, having played in a folk band for a living.
All the guys were very helpful to me, because it’s my first
kick at the can, so the simple things that most actors
would learn, you know the page one of the acting manual,
things like stillness and letting the picture do the talk-
ing, the stuff you wouldn’t know unless you’ve done it be-
fore. It’s an odd thing, because you come from a live
performance world in music and you’re kind of rewarded

Sea,” he admits, and the band’s new
album, Safe Upon The Shore, hits in
July. “That’s been my bread and butter
for a long time, and it’s where I'm the
most at home. If I did nothing else professionally for the
rest of my life but play in Great Big Sea, I'd be very happy.
That said, if something good came along, and I thought
there was something I could add to a project, I'd give it a
go. I'd love to do another Robin Hood movie, or work
with Russell again. That would be a real thrill.”

For now, however, Doyle has come a long way from his
days growing up in Petty Harbour. He’s had the gold and
platinum records with his band, but he’s now part of the
famed Robin Hood legend, and the movie role of a life-
time, working with some of the biggest names in Holly-
wood for one of this summer’s hottest blockbusters.

Who knew a Newfoundlander could play such a vital
role in Sherwood Forest? /)
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